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Whoever breaks a twig from it hurts the soul of the dead,
but gains thereby a magic wand, since the soul embodied in
the twig will be at his service.1 This reminds us of the story
of Polydorus in Virgil,2 and of the bleeding pomegranate
that grew on the grave of the fratricides Eteocles and
Polynices at Thebes.8 Similar stories are told far away from
the classic lands of Italy and Greece. In an Annamite tale
an old fisherman makes an incision in the trunk of a tree
which has drifted ashore; but blood flows from the cut, and
it appears that an empress with her three daughters, who
had been cast into the sea, are embodied in the tree.4 On
the Slave Coast of West Africa the negroes tell how from
the mouldering bones of a little boy, who had been murdered
by his brother in the forest, there sprang up an edible fungus,
which spoke and revealed the crime to the child's mother
when she attempted to pluck it6

In most, if not all, of these cases the spirit is viewed as Trees
incorporate in the tree; it animates the tree and must suffer j
and die with it.    But, according to another and  probably not as the
later opinion, the tree is not the body, but merely the abode mereiyut
of the  tree-spirit, which can   quit  it  and  return   to   it  at a* the
pleasure.    The inhabitants of Siaoo, an island of the Sangi
group in the East  Indies, believe in certain sylvan spirits
who  dwell  in  forests  or in  great  solitary trees.    At full
moon  the  spirit  comes  forth  from  his  lurking-place  and
roams about.    He has a big head, very long arms and legs,
and a ponderous body.    In order to propitiate the wood-
spirits people bring offerings of food, fowls, goats, and so
forth to the places which they are supposed to haunt.6    The
people of Nias think that, when a tree dies, its liberated
spirit becomes a demon, which can kill a coco-nut palm by
merely lighting on its branches, and can cause the death of
all the children in a house by perching on one of the posts
that support it.    Further, they are of opinion that certain
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